
THE PROGRESSIVE ERA

US History



Problems from the Gilded Age
(you should be able to describe specific problems for each topic)

Big Business/Monopolies

Working Conditions

Urban Life

Government Corruption

 Inequality



Research Directions

You will be responsible for researching information on the Progressive 

Era reformers.  These reformers attempted to fix the problems 

created by the Age of Industry.

All students will be responsible for reading all of the information on 

all of the Progressive reformers and completing the assigned 

handout.

 Fill in the first column on the problems (use readings, excerpts and 

knowledge of American history)

 Fill in the middle column what the reformer did about the problem

 Fill in the final column by writing down what reforms were passed in 

response to the Progressives action (not all problems were solved, some 

apply to more than one reformer)



Progressive Reformers

Working Conditions:  John Spargo, Upton Sinclair

Urban Problems: Jacob Riis, Jane Addams, Frances 
Willard, Margaret Sanger

Political Corruption:  Lincoln Steffens

Monopolies: Ida Tarbell

Inequality: Carrie Chapman Catt, Alice Paul , Booker 
T. Washington, W.E.B. DuBois 



John Spargo – Child Labor

Author of The Bitter Cry of the Children

Work in the coal breakers is exceedingly hard and dangerous. Crouched over the chutes, 
the boys sit hour after hour, picking out the pieces of slate and other refuse from the 
coal as it rushes past to the washers. From the cramped position they have to assume, 
most of them become more or less deformed and bent-backed like old men. The coal 
is hard, and accidents to the hands, such as cut, broken, or crushed fingers, are 
common among the boys. Sometimes there is a worse accident: a terrified shriek is 
heard, and a boy is mangled and torn in the machinery, or disappears in the chute to 
be picked out later smothered and dead. Clouds of dust fill the breakers and are 
inhaled by the boys, laying the foundations for asthma and miners consumption. I 
once stood in a breaker for half an hour and tried to do the work a twelve year old 
boy was doing day after day, for ten hours at a stretch, for sixty cents a day. The 
gloom of the breaker appalled me. Outside the sun shone brightly, the air was (clear), 
and the birds sang in chorus with the trees and the rivers. Within the breaker there 
was blackness, clouds of deadly dust enfolded everything, the harsh, grinding roar of 
the machinery and the ceaseless rushing of coal through the chutes filled the ears. I 
tried to pick out the pieces of slate from the hurrying stream of coal, often missing 
them; my hands were bruised and cut in a few minutes; I was covered from head to 
foot with coal dust…



John Spargo – Child Labor

Author of The Bitter Cry of the Children



John Spargo – Child Labor

Author of The Bitter Cry of the Children



Reaction to The Bitter Cry of the Children

38 states passed child labor laws in 1912 alone.

Keating Owen Act (1916) - law passed by Congress regulating 
child labor for any company involved in interstate trade

 minimum age of 14 in general

 minimum age of 16 for mining or night work

 eight hour maximum per day

Hammer v. Dagenhart (1918) – declared Keating Owen Act 
unconstitutional; not addressed again at the federal level until 
1938



Upton Sinclair

Author of The Jungle

Upton Sinclair wrote the 

book The Jungle. It was 

intended to show the 

horrible working 

conditions of the meat 

packing industry, but 

had a greater impact 

on the nation by 

exposing the disgusting 

food Americans were 

eating.



Upton Sinclair

Author of The Jungle

EXCERPT #1: With one member trimming beef in a cannery, 

and another working in a sausage factory, the family had 

a first-hand knowledge of the great majority of 

Packingtown swindles. For it was the custom, as they found, 

whenever meat was so spoiled that it could not be used for 

anything else, either to can it or else to chop it up into 

sausage. With what had been told them by Jonas, who 

had worked in the pickle rooms, they could now study the 

whole of the spoiled-meat industry on the inside, and read 

a new and grim meaning into that old Packingtown jest 

that they use everything of the pig except the squeal.



Upton Sinclair

Author of The Jungle

EXCERPT #2: Jonas had told them how the meat would often be found sour, and how 

they would rub it up with soda to take away the smell, and sell it to be eaten on 
free-lunch counters; also of all the miracles of chemistry which they performed, 
giving to any sort of meat, fresh or salted, whole or chopped, any color and any 
flavor and any odor they chose…And yet, in spite of this, there would be hams 
found spoiled, some of them with an odor so bad that a man could hardly bear to 
be in the room with them. Also, after the hams had been smoked, there would be 
found some that had gone to the bad. Formerly these had been sold as "Number 
Three Grade," but later on some ingenious person had hit upon a new device, and 
now they would extract the bone, about which the bad part generally lay, and 
insert in the hole a white-hot iron. After this invention there was no longer Number 
One, Two, and Three Grade, there was only Number One Grade. The packers 
were always originating such schemes, they had what they called "boneless hams," 
which were all the odds and ends of pork stuffed into casings; and "California 
hams," which were the shoulders, with big knuckle joints, and nearly all the meat 
cut out; and fancy "skinned hams," which were made of the oldest hogs, whose 
skins were so heavy and coarse that no one would buy them ,that is, until they had 
been cooked and chopped fine and labeled "head cheese!"



Upton Sinclair

Author of The Jungle

EXCERPT #3: It was only when the whole ham was spoiled that it came into the department of Elzbieta. 

Cut up by the two-thousand-revolutions- a-minute flyers, and mixed with half a ton of other meat, no 
odor that ever was in a ham could make any difference. There was never the least attention paid to 
what was cut up for sausage; there would come all the way back from Europe old sausage that had 
been rejected, and that was moldy and white;  it would be dosed with borax and glycerine, and 
dumped into the hoppers, and made over again for home consumption. There would be meat that had 
tumbled out on the floor, in the dirt and sawdust, where the workers had tramped and spit uncounted 
billions of consumption germs. There would be meat stored in great piles in rooms; and the water from 
leaky roofs would drip over it, and thousands of rats would race about on it. It was too dark in these 
storage places to see well, but a man could run his hand over these piles of meat and sweep off 
handfuls of the dried dung of rats. These rats were nuisances, and the packers would put poisoned 
bread out for them; they would die, and then rats, bread, and meat would go into the hoppers 
together. This is no fairy story and no joke; the meat would be shoveled into carts, and the man who 
did the shoveling would not trouble to lift out a rat even when he saw one; there were things that went 
into the sausage in comparison with which a poisoned rat was a tidbit. There was no place for the men 
to wash their hands before they ate their dinner, and so they made a practice of washing them in the 
water that was to be ladled into the sausage. Some of it they would make into "smoked" sausage, but 
as the smoking took time, and was therefore expensive, they would call upon their chemistry 
department, and preserve it with borax and color it with gelatin to make it brown. All of their sausage 
came out of the same bowl, but when they came to wrap it they would stamp some of it "special," and 
for this they would charge two cents more a pound.



Reaction to The Jungle

The public was disgusted by The Jungle. President Roosevelt 
questioned Sinclair’s motives because of his socialist 
background.  Roosevelt had the government investigate further 
and when he read the Neil-Reynolds Report, he realized the 
problem was worse than Sinclair reported.  Fearing national 
panic and severe economic repercussions, Roosevelt used all of 
his power to push Congress to pass new legislation.

• Pure Food and Drug Act - required accurate 
labels on food and drugs

• Meat Inspection Act - allowed federal inspectors 
into meat packing plants



Jacob Riis

Author of How the Other Half Lives



Jacob Riis

Author of How the Other Half Lives

Lest anybody flatter himself with the notion that these were evils of a day that is happily past and 

may safely be forgotten, let me mention here three very recent instances of tenement-house life 

that came under my notice. One was the burning of a rear house in Mott Street, from 

appearances one of the original tenant-houses that made their owners rich. The fire made 

homeless ten families, who had paid an average of $5 a month for their mean little cubby-

holes. The owner himself told me that it was fully insured for $800, though it brought him in 

$600 a year rent. He evidently considered himself especially entitled to be pitied for losing such 

valuable property. Another was the case of a hard-working family of man and wife, young 

people from the old country, who took poison together in a Crosby Street tenement because they 

were "tired." There was no other explanation, and none was needed when I stood in the room 

in which they had lived. It was in the attic with sloping ceiling and a single window so far out 

on the roof that it seemed not to belong to the place at all. With scarcely room enough to turn 

around in they had been compelled to pay five dollars and a half a month in advance. There 

were four such rooms in that attic, and together they brought in as much as many a handsome 

little cottage in a pleasant part of Brooklyn. The third instance was that of a colored family of 

husband, wife, and baby in a wretched rear rookery in West Third Street. Their rent was eight 

dollars and a half for a single room on the top-story, so small that I was unable to get a 

photograph of it even by placing the camera outside the open door. Three short steps across 

either way would have measured its full extent.



Jacob Riis

Author of How the Other Half Lives



Jacob Riis

Author of How the Other Half Lives



Reaction to How the Other Half Lives

Riis’ book, published in 1890, had an impact. His photos and 
writing contributed to a political demand for improvements in 
New York City housing codes, which resulted in concrete 
improvements in the tenements. The city adopted new building 
codes that required more light, less crowding and, eventually, 
heat and plumbing.

 New York State Tenement Act (1901) – mandated better lighting, 
ventilation, and required toilets in each housing unit



Jane Addams

Founder of the Hull House



Jane Addams

Founder of the Hull House

When Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr first opened Hull-House in 1889, they 
had very modest goals. In the 1890s, Hull-House was located in the midst of a 
densely populated urban neighborhood peopled by Italian, Irish, German, Greek, 
Bohemian, and Russian and Polish Jewish immigrants. They imagined a place to 
offer art and literary education to their less fortunate neighbors. The role of Hull-
House, however, quickly grew beyond what either Gates or Addams could have 
imagined and continuously evolved to meet the needs of their neighbors. The 
residents of Hull-House, at the request of the surrounding community, began to 
offer practical classes that might help the new immigrants become more 
integrated into American society, such as English language, cooking, sewing and 
technical skills, and American government. The residents were the women and men 
who chose to live at Hull-House; they paid rent and contributed to the activities 
and services that the Settlement was committed to providing to their neighbors. 
These services included, but were not limited to, a nursery and a kindergarten, a 
public kitchen, and access to public baths and a playground. Hull-House became 
not only a cultural center with music, art, and theater offerings, but also a safe 
haven and a place where the immigrants living on Chicago's Near West Side 
could find companionship and support and the assistance they needed for coping 
with the modern city.



Jane Addams

Founder of the Hull House

The residents of Hull-House formed an impressive group, 
including Jane Addams, Ellen Gates Starr, Florence Kelley, Dr. 
Alice Hamilton, Julia Lathrop, Sophonisba Breckinridge, and 
Grace and Edith Abbott. From their experiences in the Hull-House 
neighborhood, the Hull-House residents and their supporters 
forged a powerful reform movement. Among the projects that 
they helped launch were the Immigrants' Protective League, the 
Juvenile Protective Association, the first juvenile court in the 
nation, and a Juvenile Psychopathic Clinic (later called the 
Institute for Juvenile Research). Through their efforts, the Illinois 
Legislature enacted protective legislation for women and children 
in 1893. With the creation of the Federal Children's Bureau in 
1912 and the passage of a federal child labor law in 1916, the 
Hull-House reformers saw their efforts expanded to the national 
level.



Frances Willard

Frances Willard was the leader of 
the Women’s Christian Temperance 
Movement (WCTU). She hoped to 
prohibit alcohol in the United 
States because she wanted to 
protect the home and the Christian 
way of life.



Frances Willard Prays in a Saloon

The leader asked the saloon keeper if we might enter and he declined or else a prayer 
meeting would have occurred inside his door.  A sorrowful old lady whose only son 
had gone through ruin in that very death trap, knelt on the cold, moist pavement and 
offered a prayer.

At a signal we moved on and the next saloonkeeper permitted us to enter.  I had no 
more idea of the inward appearance of a saloon than if there had been no such 
place on earth. I knew nothing of the heavy bar, barrels, sawdust covered floors, nor 
the abundant fumes, sickening to healthful nostrils.  In the bar were a crowd of 
unwashed, unkempt, hard looking drinking men.

I prayed as I never had in my life.  The next day I went on to the West and within a 
week I had been made president of the Chicago W.C.T.U.



Reaction to the Temperance Movement

The WCTU’s efforts combined World War I (didn’t want to waste 
resources/anti German beer) resulted in the 18th Amendment 
being added to the Constitution in 1919.  It banned the sale, 
manufacture or transportation of alcohol.

Within a few years, there was widespread resistance to the 
measure and in 1933, the 18th Amendment became the only 
amendment to be repealed by a later amendment, the 21st.



Margaret Sanger

Margaret Sanger fought 

for women to have the 

right to acquire and use 

birth control.  It was a 

long struggle over most 

of the 1900s for Sanger 

and her organization.



Gloria Steinham on Margaret Sanger (Part I)

The movement she started will grow to be, a hundred years from now, the most influential of all 
time," predicted futurist and historian H.G. Wells in 1931. "When the history of our 
civilization is written, it will be a biological history, and Margaret Sanger will be its heroine.”

Though this prophecy of nearly 70 years ago credited one woman with the power that actually 
came from a wide and deep movement of women, no one person deserves it more. Now that 
reproductive freedom is becoming accepted and conservative groups are fighting to maintain 
control over women's bodies as the means of reproduction, Sanger's revolution may be even 
more controversial than during her 50-year career of national and international battles. Her 
experience can teach us many lessons.

She taught us, first, to look at the world as if women mattered. Born into an Irish working-class 
family, Margaret witnessed her mother's slow death, worn out after 18 pregnancies and 11 
live births. While working as a practical nurse and midwife in the poorest neighborhoods of 
New York City in the years before World War I, she saw women deprived of their health, 
sexuality and ability to care for children already born. Contraceptive information was so 
suppressed by clergy-influenced, physician-accepted laws that it was a criminal offense to 
send it through the mail. Yet the educated had access to such information and could use 
subterfuge to buy "French" products, which were really condoms and other barrier methods, 
and "feminine hygiene" products, which were really spermicides.



Gloria Steinham on Margaret Sanger (Part II)

It was this injustice that inspired Sanger to defy church and state. In a series of articles 
called "What Every Girl Should Know," then in her own newspaper The Woman Rebel 
and finally through neighborhood clinics that dispensed woman-controlled forms of birth 
control (a phrase she coined), Sanger put information and power into the hands of 
women. While in Europe for a year to avoid severe criminal penalties, partly due to her 
political radicalism, partly for violating postal obscenity laws, she learned more about 
contraception, the politics of sexuality and the commonality of women's experience. Her 
case was dismissed after her return to the States. Sanger continued to push legal and 
social boundaries by initiating sex counseling, founding the American Birth Control 
League (which became, in 1942, the Planned Parenthood Federation of America) and 
organizing the first international population conference. 

Sanger was past 80 when she saw the first marketing of a contraceptive pill, which she had 
helped develop. But legal change was slow. It took until 1965, a year before her death, 
for the Supreme Court to strike down a Connecticut law that prohibited the use of 
contraception, even by married couples. Extended to unmarried couples only in 1972, 
this constitutionally guaranteed right to privacy would become as important to women's 
equality as the vote. In 1973 the right to privacy was extended to the abortion decision 
of a woman and her physician, thus making abortion a safe and legal alternative unlike 
the $5 illegal butcheries of Sanger's day.



Lincoln Steffens

Author of The Shame of the Cities

Lincoln Steffens wrote 
a series of articles 
for McClure’s
magazine that were 
collected and made 
into The Shame of 
the Cities.  The book 
exposed corruption 
in city governments.



Lincoln Steffens

Author of The Shame of the Cities

EXCERPT #1: Our investigation, covering more or less fully a 
period of ten years, shows that, with few exceptions, no 
ordinance has been passed wherein valuable privileges or 
franchises are granted until those interested have paid the 
legislators the money demanded for action in the particular 
case. Combines in both branches of the Municipal Assembly 
are formed by members sufficient in number to control 
legislation. To one member of this combine is delegated the 
authority to act for the combine, and to receive and to 
distribute to each member the money agreed upon as the 
price of his vote in support of, or opposition to, a pending 
measure. So long has this practice existed that such members 
have come to regard the receipt of money for action on 
pending measures as a legitimate perquisite of a legislator.



Lincoln Steffens

Author of Shame of the Cities

EXCERPT #2: From the Assembly, bribery spread into other departments. 
Men empowered to issue peddlers licenses and permits to citizens who wished 
to erect awnings or use a portion of the sidewalk for storage purposes 
charged an amount in excess of the prices stipulated by law, and pocketed 
the difference. The city’s money was loaned at interest, and the interest was 
converted into private bank accounts. A member of the Assembly caused the 
incorporation of a grocery company, with his sons and daughters the 
ostensible stockholders, and succeeded in having his bid for city supplies 
accepted although the figures were in excess of his competitors. In return for 
the favor thus shown, he endorsed a measure to award the contract for city 
printing to another member, and these two voted for a bill granting to a third 
the exclusive right to furnish city dispensaries with drugs. A member of the 
House of Delegates admitted to the Grand Jury that his dividends from the 
combine netted $25,000 in one year; a Councilman stated that he was paid 
$50,000 for his vote on a single measure.



Reaction to The Shame of the Cities

• 17th Amendment (1913) - set up the direct election 
senators

• Recall - voters can recall elected officials from 
office

• Referendum - voters can decide on a given bill

• Initiative -voters can petition for the legislature to 
consider a bill

• Direct Primary -voters, rather then party leaders, 
select party candidates

• Secret Ballot -private voting system



Ida Tarbell

Author of The History of Standard Oil

Ida Tarbell’s father was 

run out of business by 

John Rockefeller.  She 

wrote a book The 

History of Standard Oil

which exposed the 

corrupt practices of the 

oil monopoly.



Ida Tarbell

Author of The History of Standard Oil

Rockefeller’s rise: The strides the firm of Rockefeller & 
Andrews made after the former went into it were attributed, 
for three or four years, mainly to [his] extraordinary capacity 
for bargaining and borrowing. Then its chief competitors 
began to suspect something. Rockefeller might get his oil 
cheaper now and then, they said, but he could not do it often. 
He might make close contracts for which they had neither the 
patience nor the stomach. He might have an unusual 
mechanical and practical genius in his partner. But these things 
could not explain all. They believed they bought, on the 
whole, almost as cheaply as he, and they knew they made as 
good oil and with as great, or nearly as great, economy. He 
could sell at no better price than they. Where was his 
advantage? There was but one place where it could be, and 
that was in transportation.



Ida Tarbell

Author of The History of Standard Oil

The South Improvement Company Scheme: For several 
days an uneasy rumor had been running up and down the Oil 
Regions. Freights were going up. Now an advance in a man's 
freight bill may ruin his business; more, it may mean the ruin of 
a region. On the morning of February 26, 1872, the oil men 
read in their morning papers that the rise which had been 
threatening had come; moreover, that all members of the 
Standard Oil Company were exempt from the advance. At 
the news, all of Oildom rushed into the streets. Nobody 
waited to find out his neighbor's opinion. On every lip there 
was but one word, and that was "conspiracy. "For weeks the 
whole body of oil men abandoned regular business and 
surged from town to town intent on destroying the "Monster," 
the "Forty Thieves," the "great Anaconda," as they called the 
mysterious Standard Oil Company. 



Reaction to The History of Standard Oil

From the New York Times on Standard Oil of NJ v. US (1911)

 The Department of Justice filed a federal antitrust lawsuit against 
Standard in 1909, contending that the company restrained trade through 
its preferential deals with railroads, its control of pipelines and by 
engaging in unfair practices like price-cutting to drive smaller competitors 
out of business. 

 The Supreme Court ruled against Standard “on the ground that it is a 
combination in unreasonable restraint of inter-State commerce,” The New 
York Times explained, adding that the court “thus definitely reads the 
word ‘unreasonable’ into the law.” 

 The court’s decision forced Standard to break into 34 independent 
companies spread across the country and abroad. Many of these 
companies have since split, folded or merged; today, the primary 
descendants of Standard include ExxonMobil, Chevron and 
ConocoPhillips.



Women’s Suffrage Prior to the 19th Amendment



Women’s Rights Cartoons



Carrie Chapman Catt

Carrie Chapman Catt continued the 
work of Susan Anthony and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton as the 
head of the National American 
Women’s Suffrage Association 
(NAWSA).  After 1900, she led the 
organization and lobbied 
government to support an 
amendment for women’s suffrage.  
During World War I she supported 
the war effort in order to go along 
with the patriotism of the time.  This 
attitude was contradicted by Alice 
Paul.



Alice Paul

Alice Paul believed that Catt 
and NAWSA’s tactics weren’t 
aggressive enough.  She 
formed the National 
Women’s Party (NWP).  They 
protested outside the White 
House during World War I to 
demand immediate suffrage.  
They appealed to Wilson’s 
calls to make the world “safe 
for democracy” to include 
women in America.



Alice Paul



Alice Paul

Despite their non-violent methods, many of the protestors were 

arrested outside the White House and taken to prison.  To protest 

the jailing and the prison conditions, Alice Paul started a hunger 

strike.  She was eventually force fed and the issue became a 

national story.  President Wilson reluctantly came to side with the 

women’s suffrage protestors.  Paul was released from prison.  She 

later authored the original version of the equal rights amendment.

Watch the following YouTube video to see what Alice Paul did 

fighting for women’s suffrage: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pO70ZjZ0wrw

(if you want to skip the song, start at 2:22/please watch on low volume if you are in class)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pO70ZjZ0wrw


19th Amendment

In 1920, the 19th Amendment was added to the 

Constitution formally granting all women the right to 

vote after many, many years of protest for women’s 

suffrage.  The fight for women’s rights continues to this 

day.



Booker T. Washington

On September 18, 1895, African-American 

spokesman and leader Booker T. 

Washington spoke before a 

predominantly white audience at the 

Cotton States and International Exposition 

in Atlanta. His Atlanta Compromise 

address, as it came to be called, was one 

of the most important and influential 

speeches in American history. Washington 

soothed his listeners concerns about 

blacks by claiming that his race would be 

content itself with living by the 

productions of our hands.



Booker T. Washington’s Atlanta Compromise Speech

To those of my race who depend on bettering their condition in a foreign land or who 

underestimate the importance of cultivating friendly relations with the Southern 

white man, who is their next-door neighbor, I would say: “Cast down your bucket 

where you are” cast it down in making friends in every manly way of the people 

of all races by whom we are surrounded. Cast it down in agriculture, mechanics, in 

commerce, in domestic service, and in the professions. And in this connection it is 

well to bear in mind that whatever other sins the South may be called to bear, 

when it comes to business, pure and simple, it is in the South that the Negro is 

given a man’s chance in the commercial world. Our greatest danger is that in the 

great leap from slavery to freedom we may overlook the fact that the masses of 

us are to live by the productions of our hands, and fail to keep in mind that we 

shall prosper in proportion as we learn to dignify and glorify common labor, and 

put brains and skill into the common occupations of life. No race can prosper till it 

learns that there is as much dignity in tilling a field as in writing a poem. It is at 

the bottom of life we must begin, and not at the top. Nor should we permit our 

grievances to overshadow our opportunities.



Booker T. Washington - The Tuskegee Institute

To train African-Americans the 

skills they needed to develop 

their economic standing, 

Washington founded the 

Tuskegee Institute to teach 

blacks vocational skills.



George Washington Carver

The most famous member of 

Tuskegee was George 

Washington Carver who came 

up with many ideas that 

revolutionized southern farming 

including crop rotation and 

hundreds of different uses for 

various crops. 



W.E.B. DuBois

WEB DuBois renounced 

Washington’s policies which he 

saw as accommodating to white 

Americans.  He started the 

Niagara Movement which 

demanded full immediate 

equality for African Americans.  

This evolved into the National 

Association for the Advancement 

of Colored People (NAACP) in 

1909.



DuBois’ Niagara Movement Speech

The men of the Niagara Movement coming from the toil of the year’s hard work and pausing 

a moment from the earning of their daily bread, turn toward the nation and again ask in 

the name of ten million the privilege of a hearing. In the past year the work of the Negro 

hater has flourished in the land. Step by step the defenders of the rights of American 

citizens have retreated. The work of stealing the black man’s ballot has progressed and 

the fifty and more representatives of stolen votes still sit in the nation’s capital. 

Discrimination in travel and public accommodation has so spread that some of our weaker 

brethren are actually afraid to thunder against color discrimination as such and are simply 

whispering for ordinary decencies. Against this the Niagara Movement eternally protests. 

We will not be satisfied to take one jot or title less than our full manhood rights. We claim for 

ourselves every single right that belongs to a freeborn American, political, civil and social; 

and until we get these rights we will never cease to protest and assail the ears of 

America. The battle we wage is not for ourselves alone but for all true Americans. It is a 

fight for ideals, lest this, our common fatherland, false to its founding, become in truth the 

land of the thief and the home of the Slave a by-word and a hissing among the nations 

for its sounding pretensions and pitiful accomplishment



NAACP Mission Statement

The mission of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is to ensure the 
political, educational, social, and economic equality of rights of all persons and to eliminate 
racial hatred and racial discrimination.

VISION STATEMENT The vision of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People is 
to ensure a society in which all individuals have equal rights and there is no racial hatred or 
racial discrimination.

OBJECTIVES The following statement of objectives is found on the first page of the NAACP 
Constitution.  The principal objectives of the Association shall be:

･To ensure the political, educational, social, and economic equality of all citizens

･To achieve equality of rights and eliminate race prejudice among the citizens of the United States

･To remove all barriers of racial discrimination through democratic processes

･To seek enactment and enforcement of federal, state, and local laws securing civil rights

･To inform the public of the adverse effects of racial discrimination and to seek its elimination

･To educate persons as to their constitutional rights and to take all lawful action to secure the 
exercise thereof, and to take any other lawful action in furtherance of these objectives, consistent 
with the NAACP's Articles of Incorporation and this Constitution.



Outcomes for African American Rights

Unfortunately during the Progressive Era, little 

changed for African Americans.  Segregation, voting 

restrictions, and violence towards African Americans 

continued to be part of American life



MVP/LVP

Decide who is the Most Valuable Progressive and the 

Least Valuable Progressive.  For each selection, 

explain why you think that is the best choice.


